"Jesus First" Publishes Lies About First LCMS Vice President Preus

by Rev. Jack Cascione

We wish that a religions political action committee that intentionally publishes fabrications and myths about the LCMS First Vice-President, Rev. Daniel Preus, would stop calling itself "Jesus First."  If they want to publish lies, at least do it under someone else's name instead of Jesus Christ.

"Jesus First" published the following false statements in an article titled, "LCMS Leadership Debacle" written by Pastor Eugene Brueggemann.

1. ". . . First Vice-President Daniel Preus, without consulting President Kieschnick, voiced the public opinion on Synodically sponsored radio station KFUO, that the prayer [given by President David Benke] at Yankee Stadium was wrong."

We respond: This is false.  Give us the quote from KFUO.  "Jesus First" cannot, because it did not happen.  Brueggemann simply manufactures history. Preus and hundreds of thousands of LCMS members don't agree with Benke's prayer, but claiming that Preus used KFUO as the medium for dissent is patently false.

2. "[Rev.] Oberdieck was encouraged by the divisive tactics of Rev. Preus" [to bring charges against Kiechnick.]

We respond:  What divisive tactics?  Brueggemann is hallucinating. Oberdieck speaks and acts for himself.

3. "In December 2001 . . . Rev. Preus's friend and colleague from Colorado, Rev. James Bauer, initiated action to REMOVE the synodical President from his appropriate ecclesiastical supervisor in the Benke case!  For what reason?  Because President Kieschnick had an opinion in the matter! . . . By the end of January, 2002, the leadership debacle intensified as three of the five synodical Vice-Presidents voted to REMOVE the PRESIDENT OF THE LCMS from the Yankee Stadium controversy."

We respond: "Jesus First's" fabrications contradict the Synod's own News Release.

On November 9, 2001, the LCMS informed the national media that Rev. Oberdick was filing charges against President Kieschnick.  The LCMS Handbook clearly states such information is not to be publicized.

By any stretch of the imagination, how could President Kieschnick be considered an impartial judge in the Benke Case after breaking the LCMS Constitution and publicizing his opinion in the Benke Case before the case was heard?  The CCM, staffed by Kieschnick appointees, then reinterpreted the LCMS Constitution to read that charges could not be filed against an LCMS President while in office, and that the Missouri District President has no ecclesiastical authority over the Synodical President.  For the first time in history an LCMS President is not accountable to anyone except the LCMS Convention.

The Praesidium ruled that Kieschnick should recuse himself from the Benke Case because of conflict of interest.  Perhaps Brueggemann would welcome a judge's opinion in his own case before it goes to trial.

Preus voluntarily recused himself from the Benke Case to avoid any conflict of interest, of which "Jesus First" falsely accuses him.  Before, Vice-President Wallace Schulz was able to render a decision in the Benke Case, Kieschnick had already published to the Synod that Benke was innocent.

Why do we need Chapter 2.21-29 in the LCMS Handbook if the President considers himself and his actions above the LCMS Constitution?  "Jesus  First" is campaigning for Kieschnick to be the Synod's first Pope, and then the Synod will not need a Handbook.

By its false attacks against Preus, "Jesus First" is helping to elect Dr. Marquart President of the LCMS.  Marquart is far more outspoken on these issues than Preus.  However, "Jesus First" dare not engage itself in a public debate with the Synod's most astute theologian, Dr. Kurt Marquart.
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Events prompt two to bring

charges against Kieschnick

In separate actions, two LCMS pastors have brought formal charges against

Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod President Gerald B. Kieschnick over

activities following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in New York.

Rev. David Oberdieck, pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Lebanon, Mo., has

written to Missouri District President James Kalthoff asking him to begin

action under Synod Bylaw 2.27 to terminate Kieschnick's membership in the

Synod.  Kalthoff is Kieschnick's district president.

Kalthoff said that Oberdieck's letter cites Kieschnick's support for

Atlantic District President David Benke's decision to participate in "A

Prayer for America" at New York's Yankee Stadium Sept. 23.

No charges have been brought against Benke.

Bylaw 2.27, titled "Commencing an Action to Terminate Congregational or

Individual Membership," also is invoked in another letter to Kalthoff about

Kieschnick.

Rev. Steven Bohler, pastor of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Crookston,

Minn., asks the Missouri District president to investigate Kieschnick's

participation in a "unionistic service" Sept. 19 at Holy Trinity Lutheran

Church in New York City, Kalthoff said.

The incident to which Bohler refers was part of events during a day-long

visit to New York that included a tour of "Ground Zero" for Kieschnick,

former Presiding Bishop H. George Anderson of the Evangelical Lutheran

Church in America (ELCA), and other LCMS and ELCA officials.  After the

tour, Kieschnick and the others met at Holy Trinity, an ELCA church, to

brief Lutheran pastors on what they had seen, to hear reports, and for

prayer, Bible reading and hymn singing.

Under Bylaw 2.27, Kalthoff has 90 days to consider each complaint. If he

takes no action or declines to suspend Kieschnick from Synod membership,

those making the complaints may take them to the Synod's Praesidium for

consideration.
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"Walther vs. Kieschnick on Pure Doctrine Then and Now"

by Rev. Jack Cascione

The current LCMS President, Dr. Gerald Kieschnick, has made so many comments about what is wrong with over purification of doctrine, a direct comparison with Walther, the first LCMS President, is appropriate.

Walther knew how to grow a Synod and the current Synodical President knows how to shrink a Synod.

Walther wrote about the need for doctrine as follows in "Law and Gospel" page 348:

"Nowadays any one who insists the pure doctrine is a very important matter is at once suspected of not having the right Christian spirit.  The very term 'pure doctrine' has been proscribed and outlawed.  Even such modern theologians as wish to be numbered with the confessionalists, as a rule, speak of pure doctrine only in derisive terms, treating it as the shibboleth of dead-letter theology.  If any one goes to the extreme, as it is held to be, of even fighting for pure doctrine and opposing every false doctrine, he is set down as a heartless and unloving fanatic.  What may be the reason? Unquestionably, this, that modern theologians know full well that they have not that doctrine which in all ages has been called, and verily is, the pure doctrine.  Furthermore, they even think that pure doctrine does not exist (is a non-ens), except in a dream-world, in the realm of ideals, in the Republic of Plato."

President Gerald Kieschnick writes about the over purification of doctrine in the LCMS as follows:

The church "cannot afford to waste time on incessant internal purification at the expense of the lost in the world." - Jerry Kieschnick, synodical president.

"We have not the luxury of time and energy spent on incessant internal purification at the expense of the eternal destiny of the souls of men and women for whom Christ died, but who know not His name and have accepted not His saving grace." - Jerry Kieschnick, synodical president.

"My concern is that we can spend so much time in incessant internal purification that we do so at the expense of the eternal destiny of people who are dying every minute." - Jerry Kieschnick, synodical president.

"People, this is NOT a game.  Our incessant internal purification at the expense of the eternal destiny of the souls of men and women for whom Christ died must stop!" - Jerry Kieschnick, synodical president.

If President Kieschnick thinks the Synod would grow faster with less attention to pure doctrine, just think how fast it would grow with no doctrine.

"ELCA Political Interests Jeopardize Tax Exempt Status"

by Rev. Jack Cascione

When the preservation and proclamation of pure doctrine is no longer the first priority of a church body, financial and political interests must fill the void.

Reclaim News believes that all church bodies that engage in politics have no right to a tax-exempt status from the IRS.  They are really a political action organization, not a church.

Why should the ELCA be exempt from taxes if they want to instruct President Bush on American Foreign policy as follows?

-------------------------------

ELCA Presiding Bishop Meets With Kofi Annan on U.N. Role in Iraq 04-106-FI

CHICAGO (ELCA) -- The Rev. Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and president of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), was one of 11 church leaders in New York to speak with Kofi Annan, secretary general of the United Nations, May 24 about the role of the U.N. in the transition of control in Iraq from military to civilian leadership.  The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA (NCC) hosted the 40-minute meeting.

In a conference call with reporters after the meeting Hanson said, "One of the key messages we conveyed was our support for the secretary general's leadership and the critical moment for his exercising strong leadership in the world today.  We expressed our confidence in his leadership."

The delegation included religious leaders from Europe and North America. The Rev. Bob Edgar, NCC general secretary, carried letters to the meeting from church leaders in Africa and the Middle East.

As a U.S. church leader, Hanson said he asked Annan to help the United States "move beyond a preoccupation with our national self-interest to even laying down some of that self-interest for the sake of sustaining peace in Iraq.  It is clear that the United Nations is the crucial link between moving from occupation by U.S. forces to a sustained self-governance by the Iraqi people."

On May 24 the U.N. Security Council got its first look at a U.S.-British resolution outlining a post-occupation Iraqi government.

"We never knew, when we set up this meeting, that we would be at the United Nations on such a critical day," Hanson said.  "We hope and sincerely pray that the United States will be committed to that critical role of the United Nations in this time of transition."

Hanson said Annan recognized and encouraged religious leaders working toward sustained peace in the world.  "We talked clearly that sustained peace is not just the cessation of violence or the removal of U.S. forces, but it is the presence of the end of human suffering, the end of poverty and the complex set of human factors that have been a result of this tragic war," he said.

That evening U.S. President George W. Bush addressed the United States on issues related to the transfer of power on June 30 in Iraq and the shared goal of the international community to see a democratic government in Baghdad.

Speaking before that address, Hanson said he hoped Bush would acknowledge "that the future of Iraq rests now with the United States' willingness to be a full partner with the United Nations and the people of Iraq."

"Can the United States give up economic, military and political control of Iraq enough on June 30 to allow for the transition, which will be complex and slow to occur, that Iraq will be governed ultimately by Iraqi people?" Hanson asked.  "The United States has to be willing to abdicate that power, and the United Nations has to be willing to stand in the breach and assume some of that leadership."

Reporters asked the church leaders if they had spoken out too much or too little in opposition to war in Iraq.

"As I travel around the world, I hear appreciation for the opposition to this war voiced by U.S. religious leaders that has been heard more clearly throughout the world than in our own administration in the United States," Hanson said.

"Our plea now is that, even in the midst of a presidential election, this administration would engage religious leaders across a broader continuum than it's been willing to do around our common commitment to a lasting peace in Iraq," he said.

"We went to the United Nations today, not as an act of opposition to the United States government, but in recognition that this government is now at least publicly saying that only through the United Nations can there be lasting peace.  So I see our action today as a bridge to our U.S. government, not as opposition to it," Hanson said.

Other than Edgar and Hanson, church leaders who met with Annan included:

+ Bishop Vicken Aykazian, ecumenical officer, Armenian Orthodox Church Diocese of America, Washington, D.C.

+ The Rev. Keith Clements, general secretary, Conference of European Churches, Geneva, Switzerland

+ The Rev. Karen A. Hamilton, general secretary, Canadian Council of Churches, Toronto, Ontario

+ Dr. Antonios Kireopoulos, associate general secretary for international affairs and peace, NCC

+ The Rev. Cliff Kirkpatrick, stated clerk, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Louisville, Ky.

+ The Very Rev. Leonid Kishkovsky, ecumenical officer, Orthodox Church in America, Syosset, N.Y.

+ The Rev. Michael E. Livingston, executive director, International Council of Community Churches, and president-elect of the NCC, Frankfort, Ill.

+ Paul Renshaw, coordinating secretary for international affairs, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland, London

+ James Winkler, general secretary, General Board of Church and Society, United Methodist Church, Washington, D.C.

     The ELCA is one of 36 member communions of the NCC.  It is also one of the LWF's 136 member churches in 76 countries.  The LWF is based in Geneva, Switzerland, and represents 62.3 million of the almost 66 million Lutherans worldwide; it elected Hanson its president in 2003.

-- -- --

     A related news release is at http://www.ncccusa.org/news/04annanmeeting.html on the NCC Web site. For information contact: John Brooks, Director (773) 380-2958 or news@elca.org http://www.elca.org/news

“Jesus First” & PLI Plan To Remove Voters’ Assemblies At 2004 Convention

by Rev. Jack Cascione

Neither “Jesus First” nor PLI (a pattern for pastoral ministry promoted by President Kieschnick) have the constitutional authority to submit overtures to the 2004 LCMS Convention.  Hence, they submit overtures through congregations that support their objectives.

In order for the Pastoral Leadership Institute (PLI) to achieve its goals for congregations they must remove regularly scheduled supreme Voters’ Assemblies in LCMS congregations.  It must replace them with Boards of Directors.  In many cases, the pastor then serves as the Chairman of the Board.

On January 29, 2000, I met with Doctor Norbert Oesch at Rockwell's Café and Bakery, 17853 Santiago Blvd., Villa Park, CA, at 9:30 a.m., with two witnesses, Mrs. Georgann McKee and attorney Daryl Wold.  During our meeting, I asked Oesch if he supported Walther's "Church and Ministry" and "Voter Supremacy" as the official position of the LCMS.  His reply was “No!”

How could it be otherwise if the goal of PLI is to get rid of supreme Voters’ Assemblies in order to make the LCMS grow?

In the Catholic Church, Presbyterian Church USA, Episcopal Church, ELCA, United Methodist Church, Greek Orthodox Church, and many more, the pastor is accountable to the authority of ecclesiastical supervisors.  However, in the LCMS the congregation owns the property and the pastor is accountable to the Voters’ Assembly.  With the removal of Voters’ Assemblies, LCMS pastors actually have more authority in their own congregations than Catholic priests.

Overture 2-36 on page 154 of the 2004 LCMS Convention Workbook submitted by Trinity Lutheran Church in Roselle IL, is titled “To Establish Task Force to Review Parish Governance Styles.”  The pastors of Trinity Roselle believe that LCMS congregations will function far better when the laypeople can’t interfere with the pastor’s plans on how the congregation should operate and how the people worship.

The following is their Overture:

-------------------------------------

OVERTURE 2 - 36

TO ESTABLISH TASK FORCE TO REVIEW PARISH GOVERNANCE STYLES

WHEREAS, The traditional voters’ assembly style of parish governance was developed in the 1800s in response to realities of the time; and

WHEREAS, Since the 1800s a variety of parish governance styles have developed due to varying governance needs often related to the size and the makeup of their laity; and

WHEREAS, Holy Scripture, the Lutheran Confessions, and the LCMS Handbook are silent on the exact form of governance in the local parish other than the mention of pastors and elders and their responsibility for establishing a Word and Sacrament ministry and propriety in worship, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the 2004 LCMS convention establish a task force to review governance styles available to LCMS congregations so that the Synod may truly fulfill its advisory role (Art. VII of the LCMS Constitution ) in the area of parish governance as it has so well in so many other areas of ministry; and be it further

Resolved, That this task force consist of active parish pastors and representatives of their congregations appointed by the Council of Presidents to assure national and regional representation and be it finally

Resolved, That this task force be assigned the task of identifying a variety of parish governance styles appropriate for the coming century which allow congregations to set “winning souls for Christ and His kingdom” as their primary mission and reporting its failings to the Synod before the 2007 convention.

Trinity – Roselle, IL

-----------------------------

What if we rewrite this Overture and say:

“To Establish Task Force To Seek Alternatives To U. S. Constitution”

Whereas, that the traditional one-man, one-vote style of American government was developed in the 1700’s; and

Whereas, Since the 1700’s a variety of civil government styles have developed due to varying needs of despots, dictators, and leadership megalomaniacs; and

Whereas, the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions do not prohibit Kings, Dictators, Emperors, Caesars, and slavery; and

Whereas, the majority of the lay people at Trinity Roselle have no understanding of the doctrine of Church and Ministry and want other LCMS laypeople to join them in their spiritual enslavement to their pastors; therefore, be it

Resolved, that Trinity Roselle be encouraged to leave the LCMS and join the Willow Creek Synod.

The 2001 Convention of the LCMS voted by a majority of 73% that Walther’s “Church and Ministry” in Resolution 7-17A is the official teaching and practice of the LCMS.  Now “Jesus First” and PLI with the blessing of President Kieschnick want to gut this resolution.

The following statements are the official LCMS teaching and practice for all LCMS congregations, a teaching and practice that PLI and “Jesus First” want to remove.

"...the keys belong not to the person of one particular man, but to the Church, as many most clear and firm arguments testify. For Christ, speaking concerning the keys adds, Matt. 18, 19: If two or three of you shall agree on earth, etc. THEREFORE HE GRANTS THE KEYS PRINCIPALLY AND IMMEDIATELY TO THE CHURCH, just as also for this reason the Church has principally the right of calling. [For just as the promise of the Gospel belongs certainly and immediately to the entire Church, so the keys belong immediately to the entire Church, because the keys are nothing else than the office whereby this promise is communicated to everyone who desires it, just as it is actually manifest that the Church has the power to ordain ministers of the Church. And Christ speaks in these words: Whatsoever ye shall bind, etc., and indicates to whom He has given the keys, namely, to the Church: Where two or three are gathered together in My name. Likewise CHRIST GIVES SUPREME AND FINAL JURISDICTION TO THE CHURCH, WHEN HE SAYS: TELL IT UNTO THE CHURCH.] Therefore it is necessary that in these passages Peter is the representative of the entire assembly of the apostles, and for this reason they do not accord to Peter any prerogative or superiority, or lordship [which he had, or was to have had, in preference to the other apostles. (Treatise, Concordia Triglotta Page 511 par. 24-25)

“Here [Matt. 18:15-18] Christ clearly gives the supreme jurisdiction to the church or congregation, as our Confessions say, and he desires that a sinner in a congregation be regarded as a heathen and a tax collector and that the dreadful judgment of excommunication be pronounced on him only after manifold private admonitions and the public admonition before and by the congregation have proved themselves fruitless, so that the congregation has unanimously decided to excommunicate him through its pastor.” ("Church and Ministry" C.F.W. Walther, 1851, CPH 1987, 322)

“For when our Savior Christ says, ‘Tell it to the church,’ He by these words commands the church [local congregation] to be the supreme judge.  From this it follows that not only one state, namely that of the bishops, but also other pious and learned persons from all states are to be appointed as judges and have decisive votes.”  (“Church and Ministry" C.F.W. Walther, 1851, CPH 1987, -page 343)

 “This is to be understood in the sense not only that the church has the power to excommunicate impenitent sinners but also that the congregation has the supreme authority in all church matters such as reproof, church discipline, divisions, judging doctrine, and appointing pastors, to mention only these things” ("Church and Ministry." C.F.W. Walther, 1851, CPH 1987, page 343)

When Trinity Roselle claims that the Bible and the Lutheran Confessions are silent about the exact form of congregational governance, they intentionally deceive the reader.  For example, it is true that nowhere does it say that the congregational president cannot be called a prefect, or the Voters Assembly cannot be called a tribunal, etc., but whatever term is used, God wants lay people, not the clergy, to govern their congregations.

All LCMS lay people should read Walther’s sermon, “The Sheep Judge Their Shepherd.”

http://www.reclaimingwalther.org/.

"The Trinity: A Major Problem For Kieschnick"

by Rev. Jack Cascione

When the LCMS has nothing left to offer, its only choice will be to blend itself into the broad spectrum of American Evangelical ignorance.

Again and again, President Gerald Kieschnick has stated that too many people in the LCMS are obsessed with incessant purification of doctrine.

The church "cannot afford to waste time on incessant internal purification at the expense of the lost in the world." - Jerry Kieschnick, synodical president.

"We have not the luxury of time and energy spent on incessant internal purification at the expense of the eternal destiny of the souls of men and women for whom Christ died, but who know not His name and have accepted not His saving grace." - Jerry Kieschnick, synodical president.

"My concern is that we can spend so much time in incessant internal purification that we do so at the expense of the eternal destiny of people who are dying every minute." - Jerry Kieschnick, synodical president.

"People, this is NOT a game.  Our incessant internal purification at the expense of the eternal destiny of the souls of men and women for whom Christ died must stop!" - Jerry Kieschnick, synodical president.

Our First Synodical President, C. F. W. Walther, had an entirely different view of doctrine as a tool for saving the lost than our current President, Gerald Kieschnick.

Walther wrote about the need for doctrine as follows in "Law and Gospel" page 348:

"Nowadays any one who insists the pure doctrine is a very important matter is at once suspected of not having the right Christian spirit.  The very term 'pure doctrine' has been proscribed and outlawed.  Even such modern theologians as wish to be numbered with the confessionalists, as a rule, speak of pure doctrine only in derisive terms, treating it as the shibboleth of dead-letter theology.  If any one goes to the extreme, as it is held to be, of even fighting for pure doctrine and opposing every false doctrine, he is set down as a heartless and unloving fanatic.  What may be the reason? Unquestionably, this, that modern theologians know full well that they have not that doctrine which in all ages has been called, and verily is, the pure doctrine.  Furthermore, they even think that pure doctrine does not exist (is a non-ens), except in a dream-world, in the realm of ideals, in the Republic of Plato."

We wonder if Gerald Kieschnick's middle name is Samuel, for Samuel Schmucker, the 19th Century Lutheran who convinced tens of thousands of Lutherans in America to give up the Augsburg Confession and pattern themselves after American Methodists.  In my hometown of New York City, we would have shortened Sam's name.

Exhorting the current LCMS President and a meeting of the Council of District Presidents about the necessity of maintaining pure doctrine in all congregations would be like preaching to the dead.

Kieschnick has refused to ask Doctor Waldo Werning to retract his false doctrine about the Trinity that Werning distributed to all the 2001 LCMS Convention delegates.  Werning writes as follows:

1. "experiencing God in a three-fold manner"

2. "three manners of being (God above us, God among us, God in us)"

3. "three levels of reality [in God] (nature, history, existence)"

4. "three ways in which God reveals Himself"

5. "three forms of address [from God] ('You shall!,' 'You may!,' 'You

 can!')"

6. "one of the three ways in which God has revealed Himself"

Instead of refuting Werning's heresy, Kieschnick has signed his name to charges by Werning against Rev. Jack Cascione.  Werning claims Cascione has broken the Eighth Commandment because Cascione keeps publishing that Werning 's teaching about the Trinity is soul-destroying heresy.  Anyone who actually believes what Werning writes above about the Trinity will be damned to hell, according to the Athanasian Creed.

Kieschnick has published his own doubts about Cascione's claim that the "entire, whole, complete God died in Christ on Good Friday."  Kieschnick says the answer could be "Yes" or "No."

We ask President Kieschnick, "What part of God didn't die in Christ on Good Friday?"  Kieschnick's inference is that God the Father didn't die.  This means Kieschnick doesn't know or care about the distinction between the substance of God and a Person of the Trinity.  However, the Nicene Creed correctly says, "being of one substance with the Father." There can't be any part of God outside of Christ, just more Persons.

Kieschnick says claiming that the "entire, whole, complete God died in Christ on Good Friday" has caused confusion in the Synod but he makes no comment about Werning's false doctrine about the Trinity.  "Jesus First" has endorsed Werning's book.

While Kieschnick claims that he wants to set the Synod ablaze with a desire to save the lost, it appears he plans to do it without a correct doctrine of the Trinity.

The Synod evidently doesn't need Jesus to be the "entire, whole, complete God" in order to save the lost.  In its effort to simplify the truth, the Synod can no longer handle the truth about Christ.

If the correct doctrine of the Trinity is a problem for the LCMS perhaps, the devil will be of some assistance.

The Doctrine of God just keeps getting in the way of Kieschnick's plans for the LCMS.

